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TheTolland Tattler
The Newsletter of the High Country, Tolland Massachusetts

Town Election
Saturday April 9 at the Town Hall

THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS      HAMPDEN, SS.

To the Constable of the TOWN OF TOLLAND in the County of Hampden
GREETINGS

IN THE NAME OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS, you are here-
by directed to notify and warn the inhabitants of said Town, qualified to vote
in elections to meet at the TOWN HALL in said TOWN OF TOLLAND on
SATURDAY, the ninth (9) day of APRIL next at 10:00 o’clock in the morning,
for the following purpose:

TO VOTE BY BALLOT FOR THE FOLLOWING TOWN OFFICERS:

•  ONE SELECTMAN FOR A TERM OF THREE YEARS

•  ONE ASSESSOR FOR A TERM OF THREE YEARS

•  ONE PLANNING BOARD MEMBER FOR A TERM OF FIVE YEARS

•  ONE LIBRARY TRUSTEE FOR A TERM OF THREE YEARS

POLLS WILL OPEN AT 10:00am & CLOSE AT 2:00pm



The Tolland Board of Assessors would like to announce that with the warm weather comes
the opportunity to begin our property visits. The Assessors will be identifiable by the mag-
netic signs on the car and identification cards. If we visit your home while you are away, we
will leave a notification that we were there. Within the month of April, we will be visiting
all homes that had a building permit in 2004 or received their Certificate of Occupancy by
January 1, 2005.

The Board of Assessors

Reminder: If you want to save on postage; use the white locked drop box outside the
Town Hall side entrance.

Annual Street Census:

The annual street census form was mailed out and I have received most of them back.  If
you haven't returned one yet please take a minute and complete it and return it a.s.a.p.  If
you are a new full time resident and did not receive a form, stop by the Town Hall or give
me a call or email me at www.townclerktolland@earthlink.net and I'll get one in the mail to
you

Town Election, Saturday - April 9, 2005 - at the Tolland Town Hall

The polls will be open from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. I hope you can all get out and vote.  If not
remember you can request an absentee ballot.  This is the first election of this calendar
year, therefore, if requesting an absentee ballot a new request form must be filled out and
returned to the Town Clerk by noon on Friday April 8th.  The forms are available on the
Town Clerk page of the website www.tolland-ma.gov and at the Town Hall.  Ballots must
be returned by the closing of the polls on Saturday, April 9th.

From the Town Clerk:

From the office of The Tax Collector

The second half real estate tax bills for this fiscal year, which ends July 1
will be mailed on April 11, 2005.

The tax bills are due 4:00 p.m. May 11 at The Town Hall Collector's Office at
241 West Granville Rd by law, the bills were mailed to the owners of record as of Jan 1, 2004.

Any new homeowner or anyone who has not received the real estate or personal
property tax bill should contact the collector's office. The Collector's Officecan be reached at
(413)258-4794.



Welcome to April. Winter was fun, but it sure is good to hear the birds and smell the
warmth in the air. I am really happy to see how popular Inter-Library Loan has become
and our delivery bins full. This is a valuable tool for our community. I hope more people
will take advantage of it.

Adventure and fantasy are at the Library this month. With the new book Peter and the
Starcatchers and movie Finding Neverland, we have all of our Peter Pan items on display.
In preparation for the final episode of George Lucas’ Star Wars Saga, we have the new
prequel book Labyrinth of Evil and the animated mini-series The Clone Wars on DVD.
We also have all of the Harry Potter series in book or audio form. The next volume comes
out in June. If you haven’t read any of them, there is time to get ready. They are great lis-
tening for the ride to work.

New Titles:
• Peter and the Starcatchers by Dave Barry and Ridley Pearson (a prequel to Peter 

Pan by J. M. Barrie)
• Star Wars: Labyrinth of Evil by James Luceno (a prequel to Episode III due out 

in theaters this spring)
• Everything She Thought She Wanted by Elizabeth Buchan
• Growing a Reader From Birth by Diane McGuinness
• Girls in Pants: The 3rd Summer by Ann Brashares (3rd in the Traveling Pants 

series)
• Broker by John Grisham

New on DVD:
• The Incredibles (Pixar)
• The Philadelphia Story (Katherine Hepburn, Jimmy Stewart, Cary Grant)
• Ray
• Finding Neverland
• The Clone Wars: Volume One (cartoon series)

Tolland Public Library



Saturday June 4, 2005 is the 10th Annual Black Fly Day.

We’re looking for Vendors for our “Fly Market”, Parade Participants, Volunteers,
Donations for the Silent Auction and Raffle, Entertainment, and Program Ads.

This year Black Fly Day's “Fun for Funds” profits will be distributed to Granville-
Tolland Citizens Scholarship Committee, Granville-Tolland Lions Club, Sandisfield
Historical Society and the Sandisfield-Otis Kiwanis.

This event is sponsored in part by the Tolland Historical Society and the Arts Lottery
Council of Massachusetts.  Contact Sue Voudren (413) 258-2883 or visit Black Fly Day
on our Website www.tolland-ma.gov for more information!

Building Committee News

The second open house of the Highway & Fire Dept. building will be held April 23rd from 9 to
11 am.  This is to allow all those who are interest, and could not make the first open house, to
view and assess the condition of our existing building for themselves.

The Tolland Building Committee is moving forward and is going to be asking the townspeople
for funds to cover the cost of preliminary plans, site surveys, design drawings and a request for
proposal (RFP).  The cost for these initial plans and surveys will be in the neighborhood of
$45,000.00.  We realize that this is not going to be an inexpensive endeavor but we also believe
that there is a real need for a new DPW/Emergency Services complex along with space for a town
community center room.

So please stop by and see what we are up against and to ask any questions.

Sincerely,
The Tolland Building Committee



Letters to the Editor

The Board of Selectmen
Town of Tolland
Tolland, MA 01034

March 26, 2005

Gentlemen:

We are writing, as concerned private citizens, in response to the recent and sudden appearance of street-
lights in town.

For as long as we have lived here, Tolland has been characterized by its wild, rural and undeveloped
atmosphere. The majority of people who live in Tolland probably do so because of its old-fashioned
ambience, rather than for any convenience or proximity to schools, interstates and shopping malls. The
town Planning Board has heard repeatedly for years from many citizens, in public hearings and informa-
tional meetings, that they moved here precisely to get away from suburbia, with its lights, pollution, den-
sity and development, and to live in a natural environment. The committee revising the zoning by-law
has had serious discussions on how to limit the use of lighting in the town, to preserve the very thing that
most of us live here to enjoy. People in Planning Board hearings frequently express a desire to “keep the
town as it is”.

In spite of all the efforts being exerted by many citizens to maintain the beautiful, wild, undeveloped,
and decidedly non-suburban character of the township, the town has suddenly acquired a street lighting
system, with no consultation, no debate, no explanation, and certainly no advance notice to the citizenry.
Congratulations, Tolland- you’re now becoming just like everywhere else. A major change to the charac-
ter of the town has occurred, with no apparent request for it on the part of those who now have to live
with it. It was far easier to accomplish, and of far greater effect on the way the town looks, than even a
sizeable, hidden-away housing development such as Wildwood. 

Had there been public participation, discussion, etc., it might have been possible to demonstrate a real
need for a streetlight or two, and at least allow the townspeople to express themselves on the matter.
Instead, there is a perception that this was imposed from on high, that someone somewhere knows better
than the citizens of Tolland what’s good for them, whether they ask for it, or even like it.

Official actions of this kind are frequently justified on the basis of necessity, safety, practicality, etc., but
we all managed to get by quite nicely without streetlights, for as long as Tolland has been around, and in
fact rather liked it the way it was- dark and rural. Most of us were quite able to read the signs at the town
lines by headlamp, and some say that they actually find the brightness of the new streetlights to cause
some difficulty in readjusting their eyes to the dark. If safety is the issue, our safety is probably threat-
ened a lot more by those who fly down our (now becoming well-lit) roads, than by a little darkness. 

We may have gained a street lighting system we didn’t ask for, but we’ve lost something irrecoverable
that we did want. We’re losing our natural, unspoiled character- and that includes natural darkness- and
we appear to have no voice whatsoever in the matter. We are calling upon the Selectmen to instruct the
installers to desist from any further installation, and to call a public hearing to discuss the streetlights, so
that any decision may be reached by the town as a whole. We ask others who share this sentiment to
make their voices heard. We all have to live with the result, and we deserve to be heard.

Thank you for considering our request.

Respectfully,

Steve & Rosemary McAlister         Steve Della Giustina
Sue Voudren      Ted & Carolyn Locke
Seth & Shirley Warner



Veterans‚ Corner

It is amazing, the response I have received in support of the 42nd M. P.s. The donations keep
coming into this office. I can tell you that "OUR TROOPS" all thank you for everything. I have
been working with the Family Support since the unit has been deployed. We have helped in the
shipment of many boxes of supplies to the troops in Iraq. I have had the opportunity to talk to
the Commanding officer of the unit via telephone and e-mail. I can not stress the fact that they
really appreciate all the things that have been donated thus far. Please keep it coming.....they
expect to be there for at least a year. There is about 100 soldiers in that unit.

I am also happy to report that we have also sent boxes to our injured soldiers in the hospitals in
Washington D. C. As I stated before, I have a contact there that delivers our donations to the sol-
diers by hand themselves, as they get them. The donations WE send do not sit in a warehouse
somewhere. They to are "Grateful".

As I sit here typing this article, I have 3 boxes of donations going to the Soldiers Home in
Holyoke. I cannot thank all my towns enough. The donations continue to come in . THANK
YOU! Keep up the good work!

Spring is finally there, you can see the grass now that the snow has melted away. That means
we are starting to plan for Memorial Day. That also means that we are getting ready to put up our
street of flags again. So I‚ll start by saying that we need to retire some of last years flags and
replace them with new ones. I continue to accept donations for the replacement of our old flags.

Just to give you an idea of cost, we pay about $25 per flag /pole. We do not have to replace all
of them. Some will last for another season, but I have a lot to retire. Please donate to our street of
flags. Thank you. 

My last comment is on the membership drive which is going on at the American Legion/VFW
and all the other military organizations. They need our support. It‚s all about NUMBERS. I am
asking all veterans to support our local military organizations. Become a member. Add your name
to the rosters. They need you. Without the numbers we can‚t lobby for the benefit that veterans
new and old need. Please sign up today. Contact your local organization. If you have any ques-
tions call me at 786-0400 EXT 237/236. Thank You ......ED



Tolland COA Sponsors Spring Health Fair

The Tolland Council on Aging will again sponsor a Health Fair on Friday, April 15, 2005 at
the Town Hall from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon.  Joan Angelo, Foot Nurse, will conduct a foot clin-
ic.  Please call for appointments as the number of persons who can be served is limited.

We will also have blood pressure and blood sugar and cholesterol screenings.  No reservations
are needed for these and other screenings that are being arranged.  There will also be health
awareness information including a SHINE representative to answer questions about health
insurance, Medicare, and other medical benefit programs.  Please stay tuned to the local news-
papers for further details.  For more information, call Gert McKay, Tolland COA Chairperson at
258-3661 or Elethea Goodkin, Regional COA Coordinator, at 413-562-1095.

Tolland Seniors Invited to Granville Law Program in May
The Granville COA will be sponsoring the Elder Law Education Program this year that will

answer questions on wills, trusts, health care proxies, durable power of attorney, and other
essential elder documents.  The program is being given by Gina Barry, Attorney with Bacon &
Wilson, and is being sponsored by the Massachusetts Bar Association.  The program will be
held at the Granville Town Hall beginning at 10 a.m. but the date in May is still being arranged
at the time of this printing.  

Tolland Senior’s are invited to sign up for trips sponsored by our neighbors, the Otis Council on
Aging. The following one day trips are currently available:

•  June 21st trip to Williams Lake, Rosendale, NY.   It includes Coffee and Danish upon 
arrival, Bingo a 11am, Lunch at 12:30 with a 2-Act Show,  Dancing and Singing. Bus 
will depart Otis at 9:00am and return at 6-6:30pm. Cost is $60. including drivers tip.

•  Aug. 13th trip to Aqua Turf, Plantsville, CT for an all you can eat Lobster Bake, then 
on to Foxwoods Casino to receive the existing bonus and five hours play.  Bus departs 
from Otis a 9:30 am. Cost is $54.

•  Oct. 13th trip to Wrights Mill Farm, Canterbury, CT for Coffee and Danish, a mini 
Flea Market, an open bar for wine and beer from 12 to 12:30, a German Feast and a 
pumpkin decorating contest.

•  A Four Day Canadian trip is in the planning stage for September.

Reservations require a deposit of $10 for day trips and $25 for overnight trips. Fore more details
call Gert McKay  at 258-3336 or to reserve a seat call the Otis Senior Center at 413 269-6318.

Congratulations...
Ian McAlister, 18, of Hartland Road, has been named a National Merit Scholarship finalist for
2005. He is currently finishing his sophomore year at Simon’s Rock College of Bard, in Great
Barrington, and will receive his A.A. degree in May. He hopes to study in Europe next year.

Barbara McAlister, 16, also of Hartland Road, has been named to the High Honor Roll for fall
semester 2004 by Monument Mountain Regional High School in Great Barrington.



will host a 

Lasagna Dinner
Saturday, April 9, 2005

from 5-7pm at

The Old Meeting House

$ 8.00 adults      $ 4.00 children.

The Tolland Historical Society

Do you like history?

Do you want to be part of Tolland’s history?

If the answer is yes, you can help in two ways.

First, come out on April 16 and help clear the Tolland Historical Society lot just down
Colebrook River Rd from Rte. 57, across from the large Bonadeis’ red barn.  We need people
with chain saws, clippers and gloves.  We also need people to help drag brush to the chipper or
to be burned.  We will start at 9:00 a.m. and end at 3:00 p.m.  So, come along for some or all of
the time.  Bring a lunch and we will break at noon for lunch at the Town Hall.  Coffee will be
available on site.  We need everyone – young and old alike.

Second, we are interested in starting a Historical Society in Tolland and will be setting up an
organizational in May.  If you are interested , please call the Town Hall any Monday or
Tuesday and leave your name and phone number with Margaret or call Eric Munson, Jr. at
258-4590 or email emunsonjr@aol.com  We will call you about the meeting date and we will
put it in the next “Tattler”.  Hope to have a great response!

The Granville Historical Society



•  Planting Trees & Shrubs
• Tree Work
•  Lawn Installation
•  Sod & Seeding
•  Walkways & Patios
•  Mulch & Stone
•  Brick Pavers
•  Bluestone

Fully Insured

FOUR SONS LANDSCAPING
Telephone: 413 -258-4094

Tolland, MA

Bob
Gaynor

Painting
Company

INTERIOR / EXTERIOR

Call 413 258-4447



Tolland Weather
TOLLAND WEATHER Prepared by Steve Strinie

Period:  February 19 to March 19, 2005

Elevation: 1500 feet above sea level.

Temperature: High - 51 degrees F. on  March 7 at 2:00pm
Low -  0 degrees F. on March 9  at 5:00am

Humidity: Maximum -  100% several times
Minimum - 26% on March 17 at 1:00pm

Dewpoint: Maximum - 36 degrees on March 8 at 5:00am
Minimum -  minus 6 degrees on March 9 at 5:00am

Barometric Pressure: Maximum - 30.44” on Feb. 20  at 9:00am
Minimum - 29.12” on March 8  at 4:00pm

Wind Speed: 45 mph Northwest  on March 8 at 11:00pm 
Wind Chill: minus 46 degrees on March 9  at 6:00am
Total Rain Fall not available
Total Snowfall 29.5 inches

Comments:   Snowfall total through March 19 is 83 inches.

Thanks to Bob Ueberbacher for help with snowfall measurements 
this season.

Saturday June 4, 2005 - Don’t miss it!



MISTY MOUNTAIN REALTY
Offering Country Homes and Acreage, 

Woodland & Waterfront Properties
in Tolland, Sandisfield

& The Berkshires

NEW BOSTON VILLAGE
ROUTE 8  SANDISFIELD

Phone: (413) 258-4912
Fax: (413) 258-4280
Email: mistymtn@vgernet.net

Connie Canty - Broker/Owner, CBR
Bob Donaldson - Broker/Owner, CBR

Realtor Corner of Route 57 and Bosworth Road
MLS

THE NEW BOSTON INN

At the junction of Routes 8 & 57 in Sandisfield, Mass. 01255

New Owner Barbara Colorio
invites you to Lunch and Dinner

•  Wednesday, Thursday & Sunday - noon to 8 pm
•  Friday and Saturday - noon to 9pm

•  Dinner specials served nightly after 4pm
Reservations appreciated - Call 258-4477



Working together for you in Massachusetts and Connecticut!

Thinking of buying or selling a house or land?

contact

Bob Rahn 
Park Square Realty 

357-9090
bobrahn@bobrahn.com

We have the hometown advantage!

I have buyers now for homes and land in Tolland.  
Please visit my website at www.bobrahn.com

44 Elm Street, Westfield, MA 01085

•  For Real Estate in Connecticut
Contact:

Owner/Broker: Kelly Sullivan
518 Main St. P.O. Box 259
Winsted, CT 06098
Phone: 860.738.1902
Fax:     860,738.1997

•  For Real Estate in Southern Berkshire
Contact:

Local Realtors:  Don and Mary Turek
Sandisfield, Massachusetts 01255
Phone: 413.258.4430
Fax::    413.258.4430
email:  dturekmass@sbcglobal.net    

•  Local realtors to meet the needs of sellers and buyers in our community
•  Creative marketing in both Connecticut and Massachusetts which may include:
•  360 Virtual Reel-Tours and CD’s of stills of properties
•  Ability for expanded exposure in both MA and CT MLS’s
•  National exposure with enhanced features and valuable links on Realtor.com

LOVE BEING MATCHMAKERS. HOME NO LONGER MEETS YOUR NEEDS?  
CALL TODAY FOR A BUYER TO BE MATCHED TO YOUR HOME, SO IT CAN BE RE-LOVED!

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY



bill lord
vice president

Motorcycles THE NEW AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE

70 SOUTH MAIN STREET
RT 44 & RT 8, BOX 642, WINSTED, CT 06098

Phone: 860-738-1718 FAX: 860-738-1731

Store Hours

Sunday & Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 9:30 - 7:00 pm

Wednesday: 9:30 - 6:00pm
Thursday: 9:30 - 7:00pm

Friday: 9:30 - 6:00pm
Saturday: 9:00 - 4:00pm

sales@cantoncycles.com     wwwcantoncycles.com
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5 - 6:00pm
Building Insp.

6:00pm 
Selectmen

9 - 11:00 am
DUMP

9 - 11:00 am
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9 - 11:00 am
DUMP

9 - 11:00 am
DUMP

9 - 11:00 am
DUMP5 - 7:00pm

DUMP

5-7:00pm
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5-7:00pm
DUMP

6:00pm
Finance      
Comm. Mtg.

5-7:00pm
DUMP

7:00pm
Zoning Board
of Appeals.

3:00 - 5:00 pm
DUMP

3:00 - 5:00 pm
DUMP

3:00 - 5:00 pm
DUMP

3:00 - 5:00 pm
DUMP

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

LIBRARY HOURS:
Mon.    3:00pm - 8:30pm
Thurs.  11:00am - 4:00pm
Sat.   10:00am -12:00pm 

Assessor Clerk’s hours : Monday 10am-4pm  

Town Hall  Hours:
•  Mon. & Tues. -  8:00am to 4:00pm
•  Wed. from 8:00am to 12pm

Town Clerk hours: Monday 2 - 4pm



THE TOLLAND TATTLER is a monthly newsletter and a non-profit, volunteer publication by the Board of
Selectmen of Tolland, Massachusetts. It is distributed free to residents. The Tolland Tattler solicits news
and calendar items from town boards and community groups, and will try to print all the news received.
Policy regarding copy submitted for the “Letters to the Editor” column:

DEADLINE: Copy and calendar  events must be received by the 20th of each month. Items can be
mailed to the Town Hall, dropped off at the Town Hall  or by E-Mail to: jeanwillow@crocker.com

ADVERTISING RATES AND SIZES: Prices and mechanical specifications can be obtained by contacting: 
The Tolland Tattler
Jean Jinks, Editor
Tolland Town Hall
241 West Granville Road
Tolland MA  01034               Phone: 413-258-4217  /  e-mail jeanwillow@crocker.com

The Tolland Tattler is the official publication of the Town of Tolland and is sponsored by the 
Tolland Board of Selectmen.  It receives additional funding from various groups including the Council
on Aging. The Board of Selectmen maintains the right to review letters submitted to the ‘Letters to the
Editor’ column for content. Letters that are in bad taste, derogatory or present a potential legal problem
will not be printed.


